The host,, Vettius Agorius Praetextatus, with his friends   Symmachus and   Flavianus,  formed  the centre of a group of patricians who do much to redeem the vulgarity depicted in the  more frequently quoted Ammianus.    The letters of Sym-machus, prefect of the city in 384, introduce us to a world into which the soldier-critic had evidently not penetrated, a world of serious, refined, cultured, and   temperate   Roman   senators,   who  command respect.     Symmachus was the most distinguished letter-writer in   that  age  of epistolary art.    His brief but elaborately-wrought epistles were read to admiring crowds of Romans.   There were even those who engaged thieves to intercept the slaves who conveyed them.    Vs^e have a large collection, in ten books, of these letters ; and, though they are  surprisingly disappointing in  respect  of the historical  information   they afford   us,  they do, nevertheless,   reveal the   existence  of a body of patricians of admirable type.    In some instances, as in the case of Prastextatus, sometime proconsul of Achaia and prefect of Rome, we know that the